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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Bill  

SUBMISSION FROM The Confederation of Paper Industries.  

CPI represents the interests of the UK paperchain, including papermaking, conversion and 

recycling.  

Scotland has four papermills (Ahlstrom-Munksjo in Chirnside, Arjo Stoneywood in 

Aberdeen, Sapphire Mill in Leslie, UPM Caledonian in Irvine) a number of conversion sites 

and of course high levels of recycling from households and businesses to feed back into the 

recycling loop.   

Papermaking is the energy intensive part of the sector, with power used to drive machines 

and heat to dry the paper.  As such papermaking is the primary focus of these comments.   

Not restricting the growth of the sector by inappropriate setting of targets.  At a 

strategic level the UK runs a large trade deficit in paper and paper products as well as 

exporting large amounts of un-reprocessed paper for recycling overseas that could 

productively be recycled within the UK.   CPI is developing a sector deal seeking to enable 

an expansion of the UK paper sector as part of a quickly growing bio-economy.   In this 

context it is important that policies are not implemented that restrict Scottish manufacturing, 

by effectively substituting imported manufactured goods (where manufacturing emissions 

are not counted in Scotland) for Scottish made goods (where emissions are counted).    

Support to decarbonising existing industry.  CPI is working closely with both the 

Scottish and UK Governments on a 2050 Decarbonisation Roadmap to deliver the 

maximum amount of decarbonisation while retaining a domestic energy intensive 

manufacturing industry.  If sector specific targets are considered, then progress to date 

should be taken into account – the UK sector has already reduced emissions by 67% from 

the level in 1990. 

For energy intensive installations then access to competitively priced energy is a pre-

requisite for competitiveness.  It follows that installations need to be protected from carbon 

related policy costs as the transact to lower carbon production – as is currently the position.  

Support is also required to underpin investment in new low carbon technology and also 

overcome fiscal investment and technology barriers.  Specifically support to further develop 

CHP plant would be helpful to deliver the maximum potential from this technology.   

Land use changes.  Active forest management is required to increase the total Scottish 

woodland resource and increase the potential of existing woodland to store carbon.  As 

such there is an opportunity to increase the amount of harvested material to support a 

growing bio-economy including an expanded Scottish papermaking sector while also 

making a contribution to storing carbon.     
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Appropriate targeting of different parts of the economy.  Targeting of effort should be 

directed to where it is most economic to reduce emissions and the biggest gains can be 

made.  This should of course take into account embedded emissions contained within 

goods manufactured outside Scotland.  

CPI would be pleased to expand on any of these points.       

 

 

 


